HANDBOOK OF ANÆSTHETICS by unknown
function is due to outgrowthis from the axis cylinders of the proximal and somatic nerves in
the cat, and examining these nerves histologically some time after union has taken place. By
using somatic and sympathetic nerves it is comparatively easy to determine to what extent
the peripheral nerve is replaced by the proximal one. It is shown that in all cases the functional
part of the peripheral nerve is provided by the proximal one, i.e., in a junction of the proximal
end of the cervical sympathetic to the distal end of the hypoglossal nerve, the fibres of the
hypoglossal nerve are replaced by sympathetic fibres.
A detailed account of the experiments is given. The nerves used are the cervical sympathetic,
hypoglossal, superior laryngeal, phrenic, glossopharyngeal, and facial, and each experiment is
well illustrated by diagrams and photo-micrographs. The book is well worth the attention of
all serious workers in neurology.
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The publication of a fourth edition of Ross and Fairlie's Handbook of Anasthetics is sound
proof of its value and popularity. Since the first edition was published many advances have
been made both in technique and in thepharmacology ofanesthetics; and in the present edition,
as in those of the past, these advances have been carefully analyzedl and co-ordinated. There
are useful chapters on the preparation of the patient, choice of anwsthetic, accidents of anaes-
thesia, endotracheal anaesthesia, rectal etherization, and anamsthesia in labour. There is also a
special chapter on local amnesthesia, contributed by Mr. W. Quarry Wood. The book is wvritten
in an easy style, and the printing is clear and easy to read. It can be strongly recommendled to
the attention not only of senior students, but of practitioners who have not had the oppor-
tunity of keeping abreast with modem trends in the practice of anasthesia in hospital practice.
as containing in succinct form all the more important points in recent advances in this
important branch of medicine.
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